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SUB J : NATIONAL ASSEMBLY DECISION ON AHMADIYAS BY SEPTEMBER 
REF: ISLAMABAD 6907 (NOTAL) 

1. PROMISING AN EARLY CONCLUSION TO NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
(NA) CONSIDERATION OF SECTARIAN AHMADIYAN QUESTION 
(REFTEL), PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO TOLD A PRESS CONFERENCE 

IN QUETTA ON AUGUST 4 THAT THE "GOVERNMENT DOES NOT WANT 
THIS ISSUE TO LINGER ON". AFTER CONSULTATION WITH LAW 
MINISTER, BHUTTO ANNOUNCED THAT DEBATE MUST BE CON- 
CLUDED BY SEPTEMBER 7. 

2. THE ASSEMBLY, ADJOURNED SINCE JULY 27, HAS BEEN 
MEETING AS COMMITTEE-OF-THE- WHOLE IN SECRET SESSION AND 
HAS JUST COMPLETED FIRST ROUND OF TESTIMONY FROM 
AHMADIYAN RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS. NEXT WILL COME 
CROSS-QUESTIONING OF WITNESSES AND FINALLY NATIONAL 
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TRIBUNAL REPORT ON RABWAH INCIDENT AND GOPUNJAB'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO CENTER. 

3. COMMENT: GIVEN WIDESPREAD AND DEEP-SEATED PUBLIC 
ANTIPATHY FOR THIS HETERODOX SECT GOP MUST STRIKE A 
COMPROMISE WHICH GIVES CONVINCING APPEARANCE OF FORWARD 
PROGRESS AND CONCERN WHILE DELAYING NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
VOTE TO PERMIT SECTARIAN PASSIONS TO COOL. CURRENTLY, 

ISSUE IS DAMPENED DOWN BY LACK OF MEDIA COVERAGE AS 
COMMITTEE DELIBERATES IN SECRET AND PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND RALLIES HAVE BEEN OUTLAWED IN MANY AREAS. 

4. EMBASSY CONTACTS HAVE CONSISTENTLY PREDICTED THAT 
AHMADIYAS ARE CERTAIN TO BE ADJUDGED "OUTSIDE THE PALE 
OF ISLAM" BY NA ON GROUNDS THEY DO NOT RECOGNIZE 
"FINALITY OF PROPHETHOOD OF MOHAMMED". GOP, WE UNDER- 
STAND. WOULD LIKE TO LIMIT NA ACTION TO SUCH A 
DECLARATION. MINIMIZE DAMAGE OF A WITCH HUNT OF 
HIGHLY VISIBLE AHMADIYAS IN UPPER LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT, 
AND AVOID IMPOSITION OF QUOTA SYSTEM IN GOVERNMENT 
SERVICE.LUPPI 
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